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Assignment #1: Media article analysis (5-6 pages not including cover page or reference sheet)	Value: Draft is worth 5% and the revision is worth an additional 10% 
Format: Essay		Draft Due: June 7, 2019

Students are to select a recent (within the past two years) Canadian news article (preferably from a national newspaper or newsmagazine) that covers a health-related story.  In the first part of the paper, summarize the health issue portrayed and highlight how its portrayal reflects one or more of the health approaches outlined in Chapter 1 of the Strohschien & Rose text.  In the second part of the paper, describe how the health issue could be explained from a different approach. Make sure to include the news source with your submission. External sources are not required for this assignment other than course readings.

Draft version of assignment:
As this is a post-graduate professional program, it is expected that all students are able to write in a scholarly and professional manner, and are able to use standard APA format and APA referencing.  For those who may have fallen out of practice with scholarly writing or APA, this is an opportunity to get some early feedback and correction regarding both. You will be doing an APA workshop in your PSY 199 course which will help you with this assignment as well.  Prepare a draft version of your Assignment #1, including an APA cover sheet, in-text citations, and a reference sheet of all of your cited sources. Make sure to write in a scholarly tone (including third person perspective: no “I”, “we”, etc.)  and complete careful proofreading and copyediting prior to submission. Scholarly content and analysis will be more the focus on the revised version, so students will have an opportunity to continue to work on their content and analysis. Writing and formatting is the focus of this version’s evaluation. Students will receive a significant level of feedback from their instructor regarding presentation, writing, APA and some content feedback that will help you prepare for your final version submission.

Rubric for draft version
	Dimension
	Value

	Addresses the content of the assignment to a first draft level
	2

	Professional presentation, including APA
	3




Revised version of Assignment #1
Due: June 21, 2019 
Based on the feedback from their instructor on both content and professional presentation, students will revise their assignment #1 to its final version. It is expected that students will add new content or analysis based on their thinking and learning since the first draft was submitted, in addition to addressed feedback from their instructor.

Rubric for final revised paper:
	Dimension
	Value

	Ability to summarize and convey key findings based on article including direct integration of text material and examples in a clear manner.
Knowledge of topic and clear link to social work practice needed.
	4

	Quality of explanation using a different approach, including direct integration of text material and examples in a clear manner.
Knowledge of topic and clear link to social work practice needed.  
	4

	Professional presentation quality, APA format, completed by due date and time.
	2





Midterm Test: In class 		Date: June 21, 2019  
Value: 20%				
Comprehensive midterm test (90 minutes) in class covering material up to and including all the material covered to date in the course outline. The format will be in part short answers (multiple choice, true/false, fill in the blanks) and short essay questions.

Mini Quiz: Gender and Social Roles    Due: July 19, 2019 
Value: 5%
On July 19th, there will be no class lecture.  However, students are required to read the materials assigned for the week and review the weekly presentation posted on BlackBoard.  Included in the presentation slides is a link to an online module and quiz for students to complete.  When the module and quiz are completed, a certificate will be generated.  The students will be required to present the certificate upon completion of their readings to their instructor to receive marks for this assignment.  


Assignment #2: Major Research Paper 	Value: 20% 
Format: Essay (8 pages, not including cover or references)	
Due: July 26, 2019
This is an individual assignment not a group assignment.  As the Raphael text demonstrates, the study of the social determinants of health deals with two key problems:
What are the societal factors (social determinants of health) that shape health and help explain health inequalities?
What are the societal forces (e.g. racism, sexism, homobhobia, colonization, etc.) that shape the quality of these societal factors?
Find and research five peer-reviewed resources (such as academic journals) and grey literature (such as reports by community organizations and government) that examine one specific population group and three key social determinants of health that might impact this group
(such as Aboriginal social determinants of health impacting First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples in rural communities or social determinants of health in relation to female youth experiencing homelessness). Summarize what your selected resources argue about each of the two questions. Do your sources agree with one another on these two questions? If not, how do they differ? Conclude your paper with key findings that you think other students should know/understand as mental health service providers.




Rubric:
	Dimension
	Value

	Quality of research sources/research skills
	2

	Quality of summary based on the two questions
	4

	Application of sources to the two questions and critical analysis (include links to theoretical perspectives, course material, and impact/relevance to social work and mental health field)
	8

	Key findings
	4

	Professional presentation (APA format, academic honesty, clarity of expression, use of paragraphs, word choice and usage, appropriate language). 
	2





Assignment #3: Presentation/discussion of Research Paper
Due:	August 9, 2019		Value: 10% 
Students will prepare a 10-minute presentation of the key findings of their major research papers in an assigned group of 5 students. This is a formal presentation, so presentation slides must be professional, appropriately formatted to be accessible (including references in APA format) and demonstrate knowledge of the topic. 

· Students will be divided into groups of 5 participants for this assignment.  An important part of this assignment is to remain accountable to each other, and to be conscious of power dynamics of working together on this group project.  It is up to each student to provide timely communication, ensure they are meeting deadlines and providing accurate and quality information.  Any challenges in a group must be raised with the instructor immediately as no alternate dates or options will be available for this assignment.  A group contract will be prepared and signed by all group members.
· Each group member will receive the same grade for the group presentation component. However, please note that students who do not participate actively in this assignment, do not proactively navigate or raise any concerns, fail to participate meaningfully with the presentation, or do not make substantive contributions on the discussion board will be assigned a lower grade (or no grade) to be determined by the instructor.  
· If you have not selected your group by July 10, 2019, the instructor will assign a group and a selected topic to you.
· Students will required to post the group presentations on an online discussion forum on Seneca Blackboard on Friday, August 9th  by 9:00 am. 
· Online discussion form relating to the group presentations will be facilitated and open to students from Friday, August 9th to Saturday, August 10th at midnight.  During this time (August 9-August 10), all students are required to review two presentations thoroughly (other than the one they have submitted) and provide a substantive comment on the online discussion forum for each presentation they have reviewed (so a total of 2 substantive comments will be needed per student).  

*Note:  A substantive comment is a specific comment that presents new evidence relevant to the analysis, identifies a resource or a different approach to meet the need, addresses an error in the analysis or assumption, or provides a reflection with a clear example from lived experience to show what you like or don’t like about the outlined approaches in the presentation.  Comments must be specific and not vague or repeating another comment on the discussion forum.  You will graded based on the quality of your contribution.















Rubric:
	Criteria for group grade:
	Value

	Professional presentation quality, completed by due date/time, and posted to online forum
	    /2

	Ability to summarize and convey the key findings, use relevant research and examples or resources in a clear manner 
	    /3

	Knowledge of topic and clear link to social work practice 
	    /1

	Criteria for individual grade:
	

	Student has reviewed at least 2 presentations from other groups

Student has provided substantive and relevant feedback on the Discussion Forum for each of the presentations. (2 substantive comments provided) 
	   /4






